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Preface

The Heinemann TOEFL Preparation Course is designed to help students prepare for the TOEFL
(Test of English as a Foreign Language). It is written by teachers with over twenty years of
combined experience teaching TOEFL preparation classes to students from a wide variety of
language backgrounds. We have learned from our teaching experiences that there are important
language skills and test-taking strategies which can be taught and mastered to promote student
success on the TOEFL. This book has been written as a step-by-step guide to developing and
practicing these language skills and test-taking strategies.

We also recognize the value of using TOEFL practice tests to practice language skills
and test-taking strategies as they are being-developed. With this in mind, we conducted
extensive research into the TOEFL. We examined TOEFL test items, characterizing them in
terms of material tested and difficulty level. Following this analysis, we wrote questions
with the same characteristics as those on the TOEFL and incorporated these questions into
practice TOEFL tests. We then pilot tested these tests with international students from over
twenty countries. From these pilot tests, we selected only. those questions which, when
statistically analyzed, worked in the same way that official TOEFL questions do. Using these
questions, we created the practice tests that are found in this book and its companion, The
Heinemann TOEFL Practice Tests. These tests contain all of the question types found on the
revised (1995) TOEFL, and they function in the same way that official TOEFL tests do.

By using 7he Heinemann TOEFL Preparation Course, students can develop and practice
the language skills and test-taking strategies necessary for TOEFL success. By supplementing
gjbook with The Heinemann TOEFL Practice Tests, students can use reliable TOEFL practice
tests to gain further mastery of what they have learned.
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